
MAGENTA conducted a study to gather data that provides a 
thorough and nuanced understanding of child protection in 
different regions of the country with 2500 adults and 1200 
children aged 17-14 years.

STUDY :
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Understanding Violence 
Against Children in 
Pakistan: adults' and 
children's perceptions

In Pakistan, violence against children is widespread and socially acceptable in 
a number of forms. The incidences of violent discipline, child labour, child 
marriage, and birth registration are still concerning.
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CONTEXT :

of the children surveyed 
said the parents/caregivers 
would hit or slap them

Pakistan is estimated to have some of the lowest birth registration rates in the world (about 1 
in 3 parents say that they have not registered the birth of any of their children) which is a factor 
of violence because it provides children with a verifiable legal identity, is often a prerequisite for 
access to various social services in the country, and is a passport to protection for children. 

In Pakistan, more than  12.5  million  children,  or  nearly  16%  of  the  child  population,  
are  known  to  be  involved  in  child  labour,  with  13%  to  14%  of  these  children  being  
aged  5  to  17.

1 in 3 parents 
say that they have not 
registered the birth of 
any of their children

children, or  nearly  16%  
of  the  child  population 
are  known  to  be  involved  
in  child  labour

69%

12.5
million

of adult respondents did not 
feel that registering a birth 
was legally essential  

27% 27% 

of children are aware of birth 
registration as a process 
because of its importance 
for school enrollment  

27% 27% 

of the adults believe birth 
registration is difficult 

46% 46% 

of children agreed that it is 
sometimes it is necessary 
for a child to work to 
support family financially

63% 63% 

60% 60% 

Enrollment in 
Schooling

Humiliated, criticized or insulted 
the child

For Knowing
Child's Age

For Job
Employment

Future Planning
by Government

59%
55%

31% 32%

22%
16% 16%

9%

Male Female

Frequently

Sometimes

Discipline MarriageLabour Registration

 Percentage of children reporting a purpose/reason of birth registration

 Percentage of children reporting how often parents used particular forms of violent
 and non-violent discipline

of adults think that physical 
punishment can have 
negative consequences, but 
they think that physical and 
psychological punishment to 
a certain degree, can be 
beneficial.  

of adults consider non-
violent methods of discipline 
to be more effective than 
violent methods.

49% 49% 39%
14%

Twisted his/her ear or pulled 
his/her hair

34%
16%

Beaten, i.e. hit him/her over and 
over as hard as one could

27%
12%

Hit him/her on the face,head or 
ears

35%
13%

Yelled or screamed at the child

48%
22%

Hit or spanked him/her on the 
hand,arm or leg

32%
14%

of adults believe working 
before age 18 has harmful 
consequences.

60% 60% 
of adults agreed with the 
statement: Child labour is 
necessary for the survival of 
some families

67% 67% 
of adults believe people 
should not report incidents 
of child labour to the 
authorities because it’s a 
family’s private matter 

49% 49% 

of the children believe that 
18 years old is the 
youngest acceptable age 
for a girl to marry 

92% 92% 
of adults said it is 
unacceptable for girls to 
marry before turning 18 
years old 

95% 95% 
of adults are not aware 
about whether there is a law 
prohibiting child marriage

69% 69% 
of adults believe child 
marriage has negative 
consequences 

57% 57% 

Impacts his/her education negatively ( missing 
out on qualification and higher skills )

Child feel inferior due to not being 
able to go to school

Risk of emotional health problems including 
anxiety, depression etc

Risk of physical abuse

Misses out on time to play and 
socialize with peers

Learning problemes - worse results 
in school performance

49%

36%

27%

24%

22%

21%

Percentage of children reporting bad or negative aspects of working outside of their own home

Interruption of schooling

Increased responsibility

Health risks for the girl

Depression

Poverty/Financial issues

Reduced freedom

43%

41%

36%

19%

14%

Percentage of children that can name negative consequences of child marriage

Child marriage in Pakistan is high—about the 6th highest in the world for girls married 
before the age of 18 years. 
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highest in the world for girls 
married before the age of 
18 years.6
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